
MINUTES 
ENVIRONMENT AND LICENSING COMMITTEE 

 
Tuesday 14 January 2025 

 
Councillor Alison Hunt (Chair) 

 
Present: Councillor Boyd Elliott 

Councillor Rachael Ellis 
Councillor Roxanne Ellis 
Councillor Julie Najuk 
Councillor Sue Pickering 

Councillor Alex Scroggie 
Councillor Martin Smith 
Councillor Clive Towsey-Hinton 
Councillor Paul Wilkinson 

 

Absent: Councillor Marje Paling 

Officers in 
Attendance: 

J Brough, T Buttle, L Chaplin, B Cox, B Hopewell, A Hutchinson, 
W Langston, K Nealon and R Towlson 

 
56    APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE AND SUBSTITUTIONS.  

 
Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Paling. 
 

57    TO APPROVE, AS A CORRECT RECORD, THE MINUTES OF THE 
MEETING HELD ON 3 DECEMBER 2024.  
 
RESOLVED: 
 
That the minutes of the above meeting, having been circulated, be 
approved as a correct record. 
 

58    DECLARATION OF INTERESTS.  
 
None. 
 

59    BOROUGH WIDE SMOKE CONTROL AREA DECLARATION  
 
The Community Protection Manager introduced a report, which had 
been circulated in advance of the meeting, advising Members of the 
outcome of the consultation on the proposals to review the Smoke 
Control Order areas within the Borough and introduce a borough wide 
smoke control area and to consider the revocation of all existing smoke 
control orders. 
 
RESOLVED to: 
 

1) Agree to make an Order (Appendix I) revoking all existing pre 
1980 smoke control orders and authorise officers to undertake the 
relevant notification and publishing requirements and request 
confirmation from the Secretary of State; 



 

 
2) Agree and authorise officers to publish a notice in the Gazette 

and local newspaper for two weeks notifying of the council’s 
intention to revoke all existing post 1980 smoke control orders, 
allowing six weeks for any objections to be received; 

 
3) Receive a report to the next suitable meeting of the committee for 

a decision whether to make such an order revoking the existing 
post 1980 smoke control orders, having regard to any objections 
inside which are not subsequently withdrawn; 

 
4) Delegate authority to the Director of Place, in consultation with 

the Chair to make any minor amendments to the orders prior to 
their publication as may be seemed necessary; 

 
5) Delegate authority to the Director of Place in consultation with the 

Chair, subject to no objections being received, to make the order 
revoking the post 1980 smoke control orders (Appendix II); and 

 
6) Subject to confirmation from the Secretary of State regarding the 

revoking of the pre 1980 smoke control orders and no objections 
being received regarding the revocation of the post 1980 smoke 
control orders, delegate authority to Director of Place, in 
consultation with the Chair to make the borough wide smoke 
control order attached at Appendix III to come into force in line 
with revocations. 

 
60    DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORT STATUTORY TAXI & PRIVATE 

HIRE VEHICLE STANDARDS  
 

Councillor Rachael Ellis joined the meeting. 
 
The Community Protection Manager introduced a report, which had 
been circulated in advance of the meeting, informing Members of the 
results of the consultation carried out in 2021 regarding the impact of the 
Department of Transport’s Statutory Taxi & Private Hire Vehicle 
Standards on the Council’s policies, procedures and conditions. The 
report also sought to advise Members of the recommendations of the 
working group, appointed at the meeting held in August 2020, following 
their consideration of the results of the consultation carried out in 2021 
and to request that the revised policy document containing the working 
group’s recommendations be subject to a further 4-week consultation. 
 
RESOLVED to: 
 

1) Note the results of the consultation carried out in 2021 and the 
recommendations of the working group at appendices 1 & 2 that 
are now contained in the revised policy document at Appendix 3; 

 



 

2) Approve that the revised policy document at Appendix 3 be 
subject to a further 4-week consultation; 

 
3) Authorise the Director, in consultation with the Chair, to consider 

any responses to the consultation and should they consider that 
the responses require any proposed amendments to the Policy or 
Conditions, they be referred back to Committee for consideration; 
and 

 
4) Authorise officers to implement the necessary changes to the taxi 

licensing policy, conditions and procedures to meet the 
recommendations of the Working Group if no responses are 
received to the consultation or, if the Director in consultation with 
the Chair does not consider any responses received require 
referral back to the Committee. 

 
61    ANY OTHER ITEM WHICH THE CHAIR CONSIDERS URGENT.  

 
None. 
 
 
 

The meeting finished at 4.38 pm 
 
 

 
 

Signed by Chair:    
Date:   

  


